
Through the Week of October 8, 2017 
 

Readings: Isa 5:1-7; Ps 80:7-19; Phil 3:14-21; Mt 21:33-44 
 

Cross Training: “Desiring God’s Kingdom and Will” Catechism Q&A #s 176-185 
 

 

Sermon Notes for “Kingdom as Royal Representation” 
 

From the Catechism: 

177. What is the Kingdom? 

The Kingdom of God is his reign over all the world and in the hearts of 
his people through the powerful and effective operation of his Holy 
Spirit. (Matthew 12:28; Romans 8:12-17; Galatians 4:6-7) 

“Over all the world” = Reigning over the Realm of Cause-and-Effect 
(Physical Realm of Creation) 

“In the hearts of his people” = Reigning over the Realm of Call-and-
Response (Personal Realm of Culture) 

180. How do you live in God’s Kingdom? 

My Kingdom life as a Christian consists of living with joy, hope, and 
peace as a child of God, a citizen of heaven, and a faithful disciple of 
Jesus Christ. (Romans 14:17; Ephesians 4-6; Colossians 1:13-14; 3:4;    
1 Thessalonians 4:11) 

Child of God = God’s Covenant Establishes the Family Relationships 
that define Christian Nature and Character 

Citizen of Heaven = God’s Kingdom Reign Directs the Royal 
Representation that displays Christian Purposes and Power 

Disciple of Jesus Christ = God’s Transformative Process for Progress 
in Covenant Identity and Kingdom Authority 

Representing the King the Way Jesus Did 
• “Jesus said, ...‘Whoever has seen me has seen the Father’”—Jn. 

14:9 
• Living, Speaking, and Acting in the Father’s Name (John 17) 

o Identified by, and participating in, . . .  
o the Father’s Nature, Character, Power, and Purposes (see 

Catechism Q 170) 

“As the Father sent me, so have I sent you…” (John 20:21; also 17:18). 

“Jesus … said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore as you go, make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
[Covenant Identity], 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you [Kingdom Authority]. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” 



From January 22, 2017 Sermon: 
Kingdom of Heaven is the Reign of God, "the direct availability of God to his 
children, as well as his supremacy over all that affects us" (Dallas Willard, The 
Great Omission 24).  
 

Baptism Prepares Us to See and to Share in the Reign of God Here and Now as 
Representatives (rather than as Rebels) 
 

Following-As-Apprentices (aka “Whole-Life Discipleship”) Leads Us to 
Experience Dimensions of God’s Redeeming Reign 
 
 

Home Group Questions 
 
Connecting with Each Other 
1. Consider sharing some milestones of family-authority from 

how you grew up.  
2. Consider sharing a brief story of an early experience of 

serving as a representative for an organization or company. 
 
Connecting with God’s Word 
1. As you reflect on last weekend’s sermon, what one idea or 

illustration stands out as being particularly helpful, 
insightful, or difficult to grasp? 

2. What’s one thing from last weekend’s sermon that you hope 
we talk about as a group? 

3. Look at the Catechism’s teaching on the Second and Third 
Petitions of the Lord’s prayer (questions 176-185). Consider 
how the questions, answers, and scriptures there might shed 
further light on the themes of the sermon. 

 
Connecting with the Week Ahead 
1. Consider using Catechism Q 185 as the springboard for your 

daily prayers this week:  
“In the third petition I also pray for God to counter the dominion of 
the world, the flesh, and the Devil in my own soul; to thwart the 
plans of wicked people; and to extend the Kingdom of his grace to 
others through me. (Baptismal Service; Acts 1:8; 1 John 2:15-17, 
Galatians 5:16-21, 1 Thessalonians 4:3; 1 Timothy 2:4) 
 

2. Reflect on the work God has given you to do. How do you 
Represent God’s Kingdom in the work itself, in the way you 
do it, and in the character you bring to it?  

 
 


